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4th November 2013

Tyre decision wins WTCC race

The FIA WTCC Race weekend in the Shanghai International Circuit proved the importance of tyre choice.  This is the conclusion that most drivers arrived to following the rainy spells in Shanghai.  

In Race 1, the Chevrolet cars topped the five places with a very inspired Tom Chilton overtaking his team mate and already proclaimed season’s Champion Yvan Muller on the last lap. The competition between the two had been fierce throughout the race, although Chilton’s added objective to reduce points on the overall table and Muller’s title not in peril, meant he was willing to push till the very end. This he did and together with the rapidly drying track, Chilton managed a very significant victory and is now only 22 points behind Tarquini, currently in second place overall.  In third place, a valiant effort from James Nash, overtaking Pepe Oriola, secured Nash’s contention for the overall YOKOHAMA Trophy title, whilst Alex Macdowall also overtook Oriola to grab valuable points for the YOKOHAMA trophy.

After the race, Chilton commented his choice of slicks following spurts of rain had made the difference and enabled him to smile when crossing the chequered flag, amidst the 25,000 jubilant spectators who enjoyed every moment of the exciting race.
In Race 2, it was a different story.  Honda absolutely dominated with a strong “lights to flag” win from Tiago Monteiro, his first win for the Honda and Gabriele Tarquini settling for second place and still trying to secure his runner up position in the Driver’s Championship.  In third place Hungarian Norbert Michelisz managed to complete the full Honda podium and memories of Slovakiaring earlier this year came back.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]With excitement ahead of the final standings with the runner–up and third place in the Driver’s Championship still up for grabs and the conclusion of the prestigious YOKOHAMA trophy Championship, much is still open and will be decided at the final rounds to be held at the classic Macau street circuit in two weeks time.
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